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Mr. Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  submit  this,  my  last  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1973. 

In  fact,  my  section  of  the  Report  has,  of  necessity,  to  be 
greatly  abbreviated  because  the  Annual  Statistics  are  not  available 
from  the  Office  of  Polulation  Censuses  and  Surveys.  The  Department 
of  Health  and  Social  Security  have  declared  that  the  completion  of  the 
Report  is  not  obligatory,  but  as  the  Borough  Surveyor  and  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  has  completed  his  part  of  it,  I am  including  a number 
of  tables. 

The  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  Droitwich  remained  satisfactory 
during  the  year,  and  apart  from  58  cases  of  Measles,  there  is  little 
else  to  report.  These  cases  are  preventable,  and  I heartily  recommend 
parents  to  have  their  children  vaccinated  against  the  disease  between 
1-2  years  of  age,  as  serious  complications  after  Measles  are  not 
infrequent,  whereas  the  vaccine  is  safe. 

The  routine  Public  Health  work  was  carried  on  as  efficiently  as 
ever  by  our  Public  Health  staff,  and  sampling  revealed  little  of 
importance.  I remember,  however,  that  contamination  of  meat  in  the 
hold  of  a ship  from  New  Zealand  resulted  in  detailed  inspection  of  some 
1200  carcases,  plus  surface  stripping  to  ensure  that  they  were  fit  for 
human  consumption.  The  substance  involved  was  a bichromate  salt. 

This  incident  shows  how  important  Port  Health  work  is,  as  we  were 
informed  by  Bristol  Pert  Health  Authority. 

The  work  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  drawn  to  a close 
to  be  replaced  by  that  of  a Community  Physician  in  the  National  Health 
Service,  also  appointed  as  Medical  Adviser  to  the  new  District  Authority. 

My  Annual  Reports  only  go  back  to  1937,  when  Dr. Keith  Roden  was 
M.O.H.  but  I have  also  found  a pamphlett  on  "How  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  Consumption"  by  his  father,  Dr. P. A. Roden  (who  had  also  been  Medical 
Officer  of  Health)  giving  instructions  to  persons  "not  to  spit  on  the 
floor,  sleep  in  the  same  bed,  etc."  Have  we  made  as  much  progress  as 
all  that?  I still  observe  many  ir.dividuals  breaking  the  most  simple 
rules  of  hygiene.  Health  Education  is  as  important  as  ever. 

Both  our  Public  Health  Inspectors  (Mr. G.L. Robinson  and  Mr. R. Hill) 
retire  on  the  appointed  day.  I wish  to  place  on  record  my  great 
appreciation  of  close  and  happy  relationships  with  them  for  19  years 
and  wish  them  many  contented  and  peaceful  years  in  the  future. 

I remain,  Mr. Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
lour  obedient  servant, 

L. SPENCER  STEPHENS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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POPULATION 


Registrar  General's  mid  year  estimate 

1973  - 13,950 
1972  - 13,270 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


mi 


Notifiable  Diseases 

Particulars  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  which  occurred  during  the 
year  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  Register  during  1973  a^e 
shown  below: 


Number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
on  register  at  1st  January,  1973 

Additions  to  register  during  the 
year  - new  cases 

- transfers 


Non 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

M ' ' P M P 


3 1 

2 1 


5 2 

Deduction  from  register  during 

the  year  - - 

Number  of  cases  on  register  at 

31st  December,  1973  ^ 


-2- 


. 


• 


+ 


* 


— I 


- 


■ 


a - 


or  no  ‘mdtzM 


The  After  Care  Committee  for  South  Worcestershire  met  on  one  occasion  . 
during  1973*  The  word  '’Tuber culosis1'  has  been  omitted  from  the  title  of  this 
Committee  and  its  constitution  amended  on  order  to  cover  the  After  Care  of 
illness  generally,  but  few  applications  for  assistance  are  being  received. 


SANITARY  CIRCUHSTANCES  OF  _Tjg_Am. 


WAT  BE.  SUPPLY 

(a)  Quality  and  Quantity 

The  East  Worcestershire  (Droitwich  Borough)  Water  Order  I960  transferred 
the  Council's  Water  undertaking  to  the  East  Worcestershire  Waterworks  Company. 
Certain  improvements  have  been  made  since  that  date  including  the  construction 
of  a 150,000  gall  water  tower  at  Yew  Tree  Hill  adjacent  to  the  reservoir. 
Pressures  throughout  the  town  have  improved.  There  has  been  no  shortage  of 
water  and  as  can  be  seen  from  the  results  below,  the  quality  has  been  quite 
satisfactory. 


Chemical  and  bacteriologies,!  examinations 


The  water  is  dra?/n  from  seven  separate  sources  near  the  Lickey  Hills. 
Samples  are  taken  from  source  by  the  Company  at  approximately  fortnightly 
intervals,  and  spot  checks  taken  in  the  town  periodically.  At  all  times 
during  the  year,  the  water  was  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Bacteriological 
results  are  shown  on  all  seven  boreholes  and  a chemical  analysis  on  one  of 
them: 


Date 

6th  November,  1973 

Number  of  colonies 
growing  on  Agar 

2 davs  at  3 days  at 

37  C.  22  0. 

Probable 
Number  of 
Colif orm 
Bacilli 

i 

| Probable 
'\  Number  of 
Paecal 
Coli 

— — — — — — . — 

i 

Renarks 

Per  1 ml. 

1 ml. 

100  ml. 

100  ml. 

Nos.  1 & 2 borehole, 
Bellington  Pumping 
Station, 

Nr.  Chaddesley  Corbett. 

Nil 

5 

Nil 

T- 

I 

Satisfactory 

No.  1 borehole, 
Brockhill  Pumping 
Station, 

Bromsgrove . 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Satisfactory 

No.  1 borehole, 

Burcot  Pumping  Station. 
Bromsgrove . 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

. 

Satisfactory 

Nos.  2 & 4 borehole, 
Sugarbrook  Pumping  Stai 
Bromsgrove. 

;ion, 

1 

3 

Nil 

Satisfactory 

No.  3 borehole, 
Washingstocks  Pumping 
Station, 

Bromsgrove . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Satisfactory 

No.  1 Borehole, 
Webheath  Pumping  Static 
Bromsgrove. 

>n. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Satisfactory 

No.  1 Borehole,  j 

Wildmoor  Pumping  Station, 

Bromsgrove.  i Nil 

Nil 



Nil 

- 

Satisfactory 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Since  we  lost  our  Rodent  Operative  in  19&9  this  work  has  been  carried 
out  on  a contract  ba.sis  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  is  v/orking  quite  satisfactorily. 


1973 

TYPE  OP  PROPERTY  ! 

Domestic  and 

Business  Premises 

Agricultural 

Buildings 

Number  of  properties  in  the 

District 

3,876 

7 

Total  number  of  properties 

following  notification 

134 

- 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

89 

— 

(ii)  Mice 

20 

- 

Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  for  reasons  other 

than  notification 

22 

- 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

5 

_ 

(ii)  Mice 

2 

- 

Number  of  sewers  infested  by 

1 

rats  during  the  year 

i 

(Sewer  treatment  May  1973) 

Nil 
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ADM INISTRAT ION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Inspections  for  the  purpos©  of  provisions  as  to  health  were  made  as  follows 
during  1973* 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspecti ons 

Y/ritten 

Notices 

r 

1 . Factories  in 
which  sec.  1,2,3* 

| 4 & 6,  are  to  be 
j enforced  by  Local 
i Authorities 

3 

. 

2 

- 

2.  Factories  not 
included  in  (1  ) 
in  which  Sec.  7 is 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority. 

76 

21 

3 

i 

1 

3.  Other  premises 
in  which  Sec.  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers Premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

j 

J 

TOTAL 

79 

23 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  IN  MICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOIMD 


Referred 

By  H.M. 

No.  of  cases 

i Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Factory 

Inspector 

in  which 
prosecutions 

were  instituted 

“ ~ H 

1.  Want  of 
cleanliness 

1 

1 

_ 

2.  Unreasonable 
temperature 

— 

M 

— 

i 

■ 

I 

3*  Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4.  Inadequate 
ventilation 

— . 

~ i 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors 

6.  Sanitary 
Conveniences 

(a) Insufficient 

1 

1 

- 

- 

(b)Unsuitable 
or  defective 

2 

2 

. 

r 

— m 

j (c)Not  separate 
for  sexes 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

4 

4 

- 

- 

- 

! 

Number  of  outworkers  - Nil 
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INSPECTION  & SUPERVISION  OF  POOD 


Routine  inspection  of  all  food  premises  in  the  town  was  carried  out 
during  the  yearo  The  various  categories  of  premises  dealt  with  are  shown 
below  and  the  number  of  inspections  carried  out  in  the  Report  of  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


Regulations,  1970 


1222 


Licensed  Premises  29 
Grocers  1 6 
Greengrocers  9 
Confectioners  3 
Wet  Fish  Shops  1 
Fish  and  Chip  Shops  3 
Cafe's  9 
Butchers ' Shops  6 
Bakehouses  2 
Works  Canteens  7 
Registered  premises  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Crean  23 
School  Meals  Kitchens  11 
Institution  Kitchens  3 

Total  number  of  premises  126 


There  are  one  manufacturer  and  23  retailers  of  Ice-crean  in  the  torn. 
The  sale  of  the  Soft-Mix  product  has  increased  recently  and  there  are  four 
or  five  different  manufacturers  operating  vehicles  in  the  area.  The  Grading 
of  this  product  is  generally  not  so  satisfactory  as  the  hard  ice-crean. 

The  Grading  of  Samples  taken  during  the  yeex  are  shown  below: - 


~ 1 
fl_s.  » 

Jvo  | 
Ki  1 

1 

! 

i 

No._  of 

3a;ipies 

Taken 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

3 

2 



&r  ad  ej> 

Grade  4 

Hard  Ice  Cream 

Soft  Ice  Crean 

53 

Q 

49 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

i 

Nil 

Milk  and  Dairies  are  no  longer  the  responsibility  of  the  District 
Council,  Dealers'  Licences  being  issued  by  the  Worcestershire  County 
Council  who  are  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority.  The  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  Regulations  are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Public  Health 
Inspector.  Only  limited  sampling  was  carried  out  during  the  year,  but 
results  were  satisfactory. 

The  following  number  of  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 

9 samples  of  pra,wns  ) 

11  samples  of  scampi  ) 

1 sample  of  boneless  beef  ) All  satisfactory. 

2 samples  of  frozen  liquid  eggs  ) 

11  samples  of  Lido  Swimming  Bath  Water  ) 
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FOOD  INSPECTION  1373 


The  total  weight  of  foodstuffs  inspected  as  conveyed  to  Cold  Stores  on 
the  Industrial  Estate  amounted  tor- 


31  tons 
9 tons 
42  tons 
20  tons 
2970 


Boneless  Beef 
Scampi 
Prawns 
Blackberries 
Frozen  Lambs 


VOLUNT/JIY  SURRENDER  OF  FOODSTUFFS 

The  following  products  were  found  to  be  unfit  and  surrendered  voluntarily 
by  the  o¥/ners : - 


900 

lbs 

Deveined  Prawns 

10 

lbs 

Filleted  Kippers 

6 

lbs 

Canned  Ox  Tongue 

10 

Lambs  Carcasses 

24 

lbs 

Pork  Sausages 

14 

lbs 

Gammon  of  Ham 

30 

lbs 

Beasts  Briskets 

10 

lbs 

Lambs  Liver 

40 

lbs 

Forequarter  Beef 

27 

lbs 

Bacon 

57 

Steam  Roasters 

EkTHlIEOUS  MATTER  IN  FOOD  - YE4R  1973- 

piece  of  plastic  tie 
piece  of  wire 
specks  of  glass 
mould  growth 
insect 
small  flies 
piece  of  plastic 


1 . Steak  and  onion  pie 

2.  Pork  sausage 

3-  Jar  of  honey 

4.  Packet  of  Scones  with  sultanas 

3.  Tin  of  raspberries 

6,  Jar  of  pickles 

7.  Tin  of  Corned  beef 


With  regard  to  pork  sausage  with  piece  of  wire  embedded  a fine  of  £30 
was  imposed  on  the  shopkeeper. 
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HOUSING- 


The  following  tables  show  the  work  carried  out  in  the 
Housing  and  Slum  Clearance  during  1973* 

A.__  ^ Number  of  new  house s__  e reeled. : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 


B. 


C. 


Inspection  of  dwelli ng  houses  during  the  year:- 

(i)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  the  Public 
Health  Act) 

(ii)  Number  of  reinspections 

(iii)  Under  the  Housing  Acts 

Number  of  inspections 

Number  of  reinspeexions 

^Action  under  Statutory  Pj3W_ers_ 

Under  the  Public  Health  Acts 


(a) 

00 


2.  Under 


(a) 

00 

(°) 

(a) 

(e) 


Number  of  notices  served 
Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  the  service  of  such  notices 
( i ) By  owners 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority 

the  Housing  Act,  1957 

Notices  served  for  repairs  (Section  9) 
Number  of  notices  served  (Section  1 6) 

Number  of  undertakings  accepted 
Number  of  demolition  or  closing 
orders  made  (Section  17) 

Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year 


D.  Overcrowding  (Part  IV  Housing  Acts,  1937) 

1.  (a) 

Ob 

(c 

2.  (a) 

(1) 

(c 


Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded 
at  the  end  of  the  year 
Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 
Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 
relieved  during  the  year 
Number  of  persons  concerned  in  suchcases 
Number  of  houses  again  overcrowded 
after  being  previously  relieved 


town  on 


1222. 

77 

Nil 

239 


111 

133 

20 

35 


19 


19 

Nil 


Nil 

3 

Nil 

3 

17 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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Borough  Surveyor's  Department, 

Covercroft, 

Droitwich,  Yffi9  8DD. 

March,  1974. 

To:  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 

Members  of  Droitwich  Borough  Council . 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  29th  and  final  report;  upon  the 
work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  Borough  Surveyor's  Department  during 
1973*  This  has  been  a year  which  has  been  much  affected  by  the  reorganisation 
of  Local  Government  which  is  to  take  place  in  1974.  Some  works  have  been 
expedited,  and  others  delayed,  owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  future  and  the 
policies  of  the  new  District  Council.  Furthermore,  towards  the  end  of  the 
year,  National  economic  problems  were  becoming  veryapparent  with  a braking 
effect  upon  development  and  expenditure. 

Reflections 

I felt  that  it  would  be  of  interest  to  look  through  the  Annual  Reports 
which  I have  made  to  your  Council  since  1945?  from  which  certain  matters  emerge. 

Over  the  years,  the  Council  has  practically  completed  its  slum  clearance 
programme,  except  for  possibly  two  small  areas  of  the  town  which  are  in  hand. 

With  this  clearance  has  come  the  improvement  of  many  houses,  both  private  and 
Council  owned,  and  the  provision  of  bungalows  and  flats  for  elderly  people  at 
Lullow  Field  House  There  is  no  doubt  that  your  Council's  work  in  the  housing 
field  will  bear  comparison  with  that  of  other  authorities,  both  in- respect  of 
the  amount  of  work  done,  and  the  standards  achieved. 

You  will  be  interested  to  recollect  that  in  1945  no  Council  houses  had  any 
electricity  supply  in  them,  the  Council  owning  the  Gas  Works,  and  their  policy 
being  to  provide  only  a gas  supply  to  their  Council  houses.  It  was  not  until 
1950  that  electricity  was  provided  to  all  your  pre-war  houses  in  substitution 
for  gas  lighting. 

In  1950,  the  demand  for  houses  was  such  that  you  built  Duplex  flats 
theoretically  capable  of  being  converted  back  to  conventional  three  bedroom  houses 
when  the  demand  had  subsided.  In  fact,  this  has  never  been  done,  and  with 
current  costs,  it  would  seem  unlikely  to  be  economic  in  the  foreseeable  future. 

A matter  which  was  before  you  in  the  15  years  after  the  war,  was  the 
regular  flooding  of  High  Street,  and  the  back  of  properties  in  Queen  Street. 

This  happened  at  frequent  intervals,  but  by  a whole  series  of  engineering 
works,  some  major  and  some  minor  in  character,  flooding  has  now  been  so  reduced 
as  to  be  negligible. 

The  difficulties  in  the  acquisition  of  Droitwich  Park,  originally  known  as 
the  Brine  Baths  Park,  tock  up  a lot  of  the  Council's  time  and,  having  acquired 
it,  problems,  particularly  relating  to  the  Lido  and  its  improvement  were  before 
you  every  year  over  a long  period.  Much  thought  was  also  given  to  the  provision 
of  an  indoor  pool.  At  first,  merely  the  heating  of  the  existing  Lido  was 
thought  to  be  adequate,  large  numbers  of  people  attended,  and  because  of  the 
numbers,  the  heating  was  not  introduced.  However,  with  the  building  of  new 
pools  in  neighbouring  towns,  the  numbers  reduced  considerably,  but  by  that  time 
the  provision  of  heated  'water  to  satisfy  swimmers  was  inadequate,  so  thoughts 
changed  to  the  question  of  the  provision  of  either  an  indoor  pool,  or  covering 
the  Lido.  Numerous  schemes  were  prepared,  and  prices  obtained,  and  eventually 
a package  pool,  now  in  course  of  construction,  has  materialised.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  this  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  community  particularly  the 
younger  members. 
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Problems  relating  to  Sexvage  disposal,  as  the  town  developed,  were  with 
your  Council  for  some  years,  eventually  being  resolved  short  term  by  the 
building  of  a ’Pasveer’  Ditch,  and  in  due  course  the  construction  of  the  new 
works  at  Ladywood.  Lack  of  adequate  sewerage  hindered  development  for  some- 
time . 


Many  highv/ay  schemes  have  been  cariied  out,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note 
that  there  are  now  no  unmade  roads  in  the  Borough. 

Town  Development  has  been  before  your  Council  in  various  forms  since  the 
West  Midlands  plan  in  1945  and  the  Abercrombie  Report  in  1948.  It  was  not 
really  until  the  60's  that  any  decision  was  reached,  and  the  development  of 
the  town,  as  now  proposed  and  in  progress,  commenced. 

During  the  whole  period,  the  provision  of  adequate  offices  has  been  a 
difficult  question  for  your  Council,  many  alternative  proposals  have  been 
propounded.  Thoughts  turned  to  the  future  of  the  Norbury  Hotel  eventually 
becoming  flats,  and  finally,  the  ground  floor  was  converted  to  community 
purposes  and  the  first  floor  to  Council  offices. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  up  until  19&4  a great  deal  of  thought 
was  being  given  to  Droitwich  Canal,  and  efforts  made  to  abandon  the  Canal. 
Complaints  concerning  leaking  water  and  the  unsightly  condition  of  the  basin 
in  Vines  Park  were  many,  and  it  ¥/as  not  until  19^4  that  a Canal  scheme,  to 
incorporate  the  handling  of  brine,  was  carried  out  and  the  Canal  finally 
abandoned.  Very  shortly  afterwards  came  the  resurgence  of  boating  as  a 
popular  activity,  and  suggestions  began  to  be  made  that  the  Canal  should  be 
brought  back  into  use.  To-day  we  find  a Canal  Trust  actively  engaged  upon 
its  reinstatement,  a.  considerable  section  of  Canal  from  Netlierwich  Bridge  to 
Chaws on  has  been  cleaned  out  and  flooded. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  paying  tribute  to  the  continual 
support  and  advice  I have  received  from  youi  Council  and  individual  members 
in  the  past  and  the  help  and  co-operation  of  my  Collegues  the  other  Chief 
Officers.  I ’would  particularly  like  to  tharikDr.  Stephens  for  the  lead  he  has 
given  to  the  Public  Health  Department,  and  especially  to  Mr.  Richard  Hill  who 
has  been  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  since  January,  1964.  During  this 
time,  Mr.  Hill  has  worked  very  conscientiously,  particularly  in  the  field  of 
Housing  and  Pood  Hygiene.  He  has  had  very  good  relationships  with  the  public, 
and  as  a result  of  his  activities,  there  is  very  little  slum  clearance  remain- 
ing in  the  Town,  and  the  standard  of  food  hygiene  is  good.  Mr.  Hill  is  retiring 
on  the  31st  March  next  and  will  be  much  missed  by  everyone  not  least  the  public 
and  business  organisations  with  which  he  had  contact. 

The  Institute  of  G-eological  Sciences  called  your  Council’s  attention  to 
the  problem  of  Brine  Subsidence,  and  this  retarded  building  development  for  a 
long  period,  until  Messrs.  Imperial  Chemical  Industries  ceased  pumping  at 
Stoke  TTorks.  The  present  indications  are  that  it  would  appear  that  subsidence 
is  markedly  declining. 

One  of  the  first  problems  with  which  I was  faced  was  to  modernise  and 
mechanise  the  department,  which  in  1945  used  a horse  and  cart  for  haulage,  the 
horse  being  hired  fr  d.n  a local  haulier.  Street  sweepings  were  placed  in  an 
open  barrow,  and  street  gullies  were  emptied  by  a ladle  into  the  channel  of  the 
street,  and  then  after  draining  picked  up  and  put  into  an  open  barrow.  Refuse 
collection  was  my  means  of  skips  each  house  being  visited  fortnightly. 

In  1948,  I note  that  there  were  300  applicants  for  Council  houses.  These 
had  been  reduced  to  150  by  1958,  in  which  year,  every  applicant  at  that  time 
within  the  Borough  was  offered  a dwelling.  Many  refused  them,  owing  to  what  at 
that  date  was  considered  to  be  the  high  rental  of  the  dwellings  offered. 
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In  1951,  because  of  the  large  number  of  cars  being  parked  on  verges 
on  Council  estates,  the  Borough  Council  began  to  build  garages.  In  1952 
the  Council  decided  to  purchase  land  for  re-sale  in  individual  plots,  to 
persons  who  wished  to  build  their  own  houses.  This  was  very  successful, 
though  limited  in  its  scope. 

1951  saw  the  Festival  of  Britain,  with  the  construction  of  the  Vines 
Park  Bowling  Green.  The  old  Town  Hall  was  decorated  with  plaques  representing 
each  voluntary  organisation  within  the  Borough. 

At  this  time,  Tagwell  Road  was  in  a cutting,  only  some  8 ft.  in  width, 
as  Iras  The  Holloway  and  parts  of  Vines  Lane.  Old  Coach  road  had  a bottleneck, 
the  road  passing  around  a pond.  Union  Lane  also  had  a bad  bottleneck  and  was 
only  wide  enough  for  one  line  of  traffic. 

I960  saw  the  problem  of  Chorley  House,  a very  ancient  building,  discovered 
when  a structure  at  the  front  was  demolished,  and  which  became  the  subject  of 
considerable  discussion  between  the  Owners,  the  Borough  Council  and  the  County 
Council,  unfortunately  eventually  ending  in  the  demolition  of  the  property. 

This  gave  rise  to  public  interest,  sufficiently  so  that  in  due  course,  the 
Preservation  Society  came  into  being,  and  the  restoration  of  Priory  House 
resulted. 

The  whole  of  the  street  lighting  has  been  modernised,  being  converted 
from  gas  to  electricity,  and  in  due  course,  the  poor  standard  of  lighting  in 
main  streets  was  brought  up  to  Ministry  of  Transport  standard. 


Visits  of  Inspection 


1975 


Accumulations  found 
Visits  under  Pet  Animals  Act 
Visits  to  Piggeries 
Drainage 

Drains  found  choked 
Drains  tested 
Drains  found  defective 
Visits  to  Works  in  Progress 
Dwelling  Houses 

Visits  Re:  Improvement  Grants 


182 


4 

17 


9 

5 

7 


6 

6 


Repairs  and  Public  Health  Conditions 
Re-inspections  re  above 
Housing  Act  Inspections 
Houses  in  Multiple  occupation 


111 

133 

20 

17 


Rodent  Control 


Primary  visits 

Re-visits 

Factory  Act  Visits 


22 

26 

23 
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1973 


Food  Hygiene 

Visits  to:  Butchers*  shops  25 

Bakehouses  15 

Confectioners'  Shops  19 

Grocers  58 

Greengrocers  10 

Fried  Fish  & Chip  Shops  85 

Ice  Cream  shops  and  Manufacturers  62 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  Hotel  & School  Kitchens  55 
Factory  Canteens  15 

Licensed  Premises  24 

Visits:- 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  55 

Clean  Air  Act  9 

Caravans  64 

Lido  12 

Miscellaneous  visits  165 

Food  Vending  and  Delivery  Vehicles  9 

Noise  Abatement  visits  64 

Public  Health  Laboratory  46 

Visits  Imported  Food  Regulations,  1968  102 

Demolition  Orders 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  on: 

No. 5,  Ombersley  Road 

Nos.  1,  5 and  5,  King  George  Avenue 


The  following  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year,  and  had  been 
the  subject  of  Demolition  Orders: - 

Woodfield  Terrace,  Nos.  44,  46,  48,  50,  52,  54,  56,  58, 

60,  62,  64,  66,  68,  70,  72 

King  George  Avenue  Nos.  1,  3 and  5 

Improvement  Grants 

I append  below  a list  of  Improvement  Grants  made  during  the 
year : - 

Discretionary  Grants 


No. 7,  St. Mary's  Road 

£1,000 

No. 54,  Burrish  Street 

£1,000 

No. 12,  St. Nicholas  Street 

£662 

No. 55,  Killer  Street 

£197 

No. 67,  Corbett  Avenue 

£1,000 

No. 2,  St. Nicholas  Street 

£1,000 

Standard  Grants 

No. 11,  Albert  Street 

£200 

No. 10,  St  Mary's  Road 
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Newtown  General  Improve  ent  Area 

This  scheme  progressed  during  the  year,  a start  being  made  in  the 
area  of  St. Nicholas  Street/Albert  Street  with  part  of  St. Richards  Gardens, 
and  by  the  end  of  the  year,  the  older  properties  in  Albert  Street/St. Nicholas 
Street  had  been  demolished  and  work  of  reconstruction  was  in  progress. 

St. Nicholas  Street  had  been  altered  and  improved  with  removal  of  the  narrow 
public  footpaths  and  the  widening  of  the  forecourts  to  the  houses  and  their 
landscaping.  Furthermore,  garages  were  provided  with  car  parking  spaces, 
and  I think  it  was  generally  felt  that  the  scheme  was  successful,  and  in 
due  course  would  give  a much  needed  face-lift  to  the  whole  area. 

There  has  been  little  experience  of  other  Authorities  to  look  to  for 
information  in  general  redevelopment  of  this  kind,  and  so  work  inevitably 
has  gone  slowly.  Care  was  taken  to  ensure  good  relationships  with  the 
residents  in  the  neighbourhood  concerned.  Problems  arose  which  were  not 
anticipated  when  the  scheme  was  prepared,  but  I think  it  is  true  to  say 
that  each  problem  was  overcome  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  residents. 

The  Council  were  pressed  to  proceed  with  the  improvement  of  Miller 
Street,  a series  of  meetings  took  place  with  residents  in  that  area,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  1974  will  see  the  Miller  Street  improvement  scheme 
progressing.  A scheme  is  also  being  detailed  for  the  lower  end  of  Albert 
Street  and  in  late  1973,  the  narroxir  bottleneck  at  the  entrance  to  Albert 
Street  was  under  improvement. 

Nos. 23  and  25.  Albert  Street  and  No.  16.  Miller  Street 

In  connection  with  the  improvement  work  in  the  General  Improvement 
Area,  the  Borough  Council  decided  to  improve  three  properties  which  they 
owned  and  each  would  be  used  for  show  purposes  to  enable  interested  owners 
and  tenants  to  see  alternative  methods  of  improvement.  These  three  houses 
were  used  for  this  purpose,  one  being  all  electric,  another  heated  by  gas, 
and  a third  heated  by  solid  fuel.  Considerable  interest  was  aroused 
throughout  the  town,  and  many  people  called  to  inspect  the  houses.  This 
was  undoubtedly  a well  worth  while  enterprise.  After  use  for  show  purposes, 
the  houses  were  re-let. 

Salvation  Army  Hall.  Miller  Street 

It  was  unfortunate  that  during  the  year,  cracks  appeared  in  the 
Salvation  Army  Hall  necessitating  the  closure  of  the  hall,  until  either 
it  could  be  renovated  or  alternative  accommodation  found,  and  the  premises 
demolished. 

Private  Building  Development 

Generally,  private  development  has  proceeded  steadily  during  the 
year,  mainly  in  the  south  eastern  corner  of  the  Borough,  at  The  Meadows 
and  Cherry  Hill  Estates.  Planning  permission  was  given  for  extensions 
to  the  Cherry  Hill  Estate,  and  further  extensions  to  The  Meadows  were 
under  review  pending  the  advice  of  the  Consultant  Geologist. 

Certain  small  developments  were  permitted  in  Manor  Close  off 
St. Peter's  Walk,  and  an  extension  of  Clee  View  off  Old  Coach  Road. 

Hillcrest  Estate,  south  of  Oakland  Avenue  was  almost  completed 
during  the  year.  Flat  three  storey  development  known  as  Cobhan  Court, 
off  Corbett  Avenue  was  nearing  completion,  and  partly  occupied. 

A major  phase  of  redevelopment  took  place  in  Victoria  Square  with 
the  building  of  the  Office  Block,  known  as  Orchard  House. 
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The  commencement  of  the  shopping  redevelopment  began  with  the 
building  of  a group  of  shops  in  High  Street  by  private  developers. 

These  were  ready  for  shop  fitting  and  letting  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Redevelopment  of  individual  sites 

There  would  appear  to  be  a phase  developing  for  the  redevelopment 
of  individual  sites  in  the  Borough  by  three  storey  flats,  two  proposals 
in  particular  being  before  you  in  addition  to  the  development  of 
Cobham  Court,  in  the  redevelopment  of  Severn  House  and  part  of  the 
gardens  of  St .Andrew's  House. 

These  areas  which  tend  to  provide  pockets  of  open  space,  are 
important,  and  care  is  required  in  their  redevelopment. 

Sponsored  Houses  for  Sale 

The  first  three  estates  proceeded  well,  and  two,  being  Hawford 
Place  and  the  Sevemdale  area  were  completed.  West  Park  was  well 
under  way  and  nearing  completion. 

Negotiations  were  in  hand  for  the  development  of  Westacre  for 
private  houses  for  re-sale,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  site  works  were 
in  progress. 

Council  House  Development 

Work  in  connection  with  the  building  of  Council  dwellings  for 
letting  continued  at  Blackfriars  Avenue  and  Doverdale  Close.  Proposals 
were  in  hand  for  building  Chawson  4 estate,  and  site  works  were  in 
progress  with  the  extension  of  the  spine  road  in  the  form  of  Salwarpe 
Road,  which  would  open  up  the  estate.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  draft 
proposals  for  further  building  at  Boycott  were  before  the  Council. 

Condensation 


This  problem  is  still  with  us,  though  it  is  becoming  apparent  that 
generally,  as  residents  learn  how  to  combat  the  problem,  condensation 
in  the  majority  of  cases  can  be  prevented  or  reduced  to  a minimum. 

Two  Council  dwellings  had  the  hollow  walls  filled  and  insulated 
to  see  if  this  would  help  in  the  reduction  of  condensation.  It  has 
not  yet  been  long  enough  tested  to  reach  a conclusion. 

Brine  Subsidence 


With  the  cessation  of  pumping  in  early  1972,  the  Consultant 
Geologist  was  able  to  report,  following  extensive  study  and  monitoring 
of  levels  throughout  the  Borough,  that  subsidence  was  decreasing.  This 
permitted  more  extensive  development  to  take  place.  Subsidence  was 
still,  however,  taking  place  on  the  main  line  of  the  brine  run.  It  may 
well  be  some  lit  -le  while  before  sufficient  is  known  of  this  particularly 
difficult  area  cf  the  town  for  development  to  proceed  in  closer  proximity 
to  it. 

Noise  from  M.5  Motorway 

Complaints  were  received  of  noise  emanating  from  the  M.  5.  Traffic 
along  this  highway  has  much  increased  of  late,  with  consequently  a more 
serious  noise  nuisance  resulting. 

The  provision  of  a bund  along  part  of  the  Cherry  Hill  Estate  has 
proved  that  it  is  quite  an  effective  method  of  reducing  noise.  Steps 
were  taken  to  persuade  the  developers  to  extend  the  bund  further  along 
their  development,  and  this  is  being  done.  Further,  a section  of  bund 
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was  provided  at  The  Meadows  Estate  where  land  was  available  for  this 
purpose. 

The  Council  themselves  have  a problem  with  noise  experienced  by 
tenants  in  Mayflower  Road,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  an  order  was 
placed  for  the  dwelling  most  affected  to  be  double  glazed,  to  see 
whether  this  proved  an  effective  means  of  reducing  noise. 

This  problem  is  with  us,  and  it  is  one  which  must  be  kept  before 
an  authority  to  ensure  that  houses  are  not  erected  which  can  be  badly 
affected.  Consequently,  on  a small  site  planned  for  development  in 
close  proximity  to  the  M.5  planning  conditions  were  imposed  requiring 
a reduction  in  the  noise  level. 

ITorbury  House  - Offices 

The  new  office  accommodation  provided  at  Norbury  House  had  settled 
down  and  was  proving  its  value.  The  Council  decided  to  continue  with 
the  next  phase  by  the  improvement  of  facilities  to  the  Theatre  and 
Arts  Club  upon  the  ground  floor,  giving  a new  access  which  would  be 
separate  from  the  entrance  to  the  Council  offices  and  flats,  at  the 
same  time  with  an  improved  entrance  foyer  allowing  the  Oak  Room  to 
return  to  usage  by  the  Borough  Council.  This  contract  was  let  and 
completed  during  the  year,  leaving  furnishings,  redecoration,  lighting 
and  heating  to  be  provided  by  the  Theatre  and  Arts  Club.  This  should 
come  into  full  use  in  1974. 

Highways 

A major  engineering  undertaking  in  respect  of  highways  was  the 
extension  of  the  second  phase  of  Salwarpe  Road  running  from  the  junction 
of  Chaws on  Lane  with  Ombersley  Road  up  to  the  Hamlet  at  Chawson. 

In  due  course,  when  Phase  3,  being  the  centre  section  of  this 
carriageway,  is  implemented,,  an  alternative  access  to  Berry  Hill  will 
be  available  without  travelling  through  the  narrow  railway  bridges 
in  Kidderminster  Road. 

During  the  year,  it  was  proposed  that  High  Street  should  be 
pedestrianised  on  Saturdays,  and  it  was  hoped  that  this  would  be 
introduced  early  in  1974 

Additional  off  street  parking  was  provided  to  the  rear  of  High 
Street.  Similarly,  some  additional  parking  was  made  available, 
following  the  demolition  of  part  of  the  old  Brine  Baths. 

With  the  opening  of  the  section  of  the  Outer  Relief  Road  between 
Leather  Bridge  and  the  Kidderminster  Road,  access  became  available 
directly  to  the  A. 38  from  Berry  Hill  without  recourse  to  using  either 
the  narrow  High  Street  or  Vines  Lane.  This  has  reduced  the  heavy 
traffic  considerably  in  both  these  roads. 

Generally,  your  highways  were  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  Recourse  had  to  be  made  to  the  use  of  contract  labour 
for  minor  reinstatements  due  to  inability  to  obtain  regular  manual 
staff  for  the  Highways  Department. 

The  development  of  the  footpath  system  between  Boycott  and  the 
Town  Centre  proceeded  and  part  of  this  footpath  where  it  crossed  the 
new  playing  field  extensions  and  beside  the  Canal  was  paved,  leaving 
merely  a short  length  between  Salwarpe  Road  and  the  Town  Centre  to  be 
undertaken.  This  will  save  a considerable  distance  for  pedestrians, 
and  in  fact  make  a very  pleasant  walk  which  many  people  are  already 
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The  street  lighting  in  Stalls  Farm  Road  was  brought  up  to 
Glass  A standard,  and  did  much.  to  implement  safety  conditions  in 
this  road. 

Highways  and  Works  Depot 

For  many  years,  the  Highways  and  Works  Depot  both  when  in 
Friar  Street  and  latterly  at  Hill  End  has  been  quite  inadequate  in 
size  and  circumstances  to  afford  satisfactory  maintenance  of  stock 
records,  supervision  of  workmen,  and  the  housing  of  vehicles,  tools 
and  plant.  The  move  from  Friar  Street  to  Hill  End  afforded  a 
temporary  improvement  but,  with  the  rapid  growth  of  the  town,  storage 
of  materials  had  to  be  undertaken  in  a whole  variety  of  different 
places. 

During  1973,  a warehouse  premises  at  Berry  Hill  occupied  by 
Messrs. Allibert  became  vacant.  This  was  in  the  ownership  of  the 
Borough  Council,  and  the  Council  agreed  to  take  over  this  property 
as  a new  Works  and  Highways  Depot,  giving  up  the  land  which  had  been 
earmarked  for  this  purpose  in  a more  northern  part  of  the  Industrial 
Estate.  This  should  afford  much  needed  facilities,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  they  will  be  occupied  early  in  1974. 

Ladywood  Water  Pollution  Control  Works 

This  plant  has  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily  during  the 
year,  and  has,  except  very  occasionally,  produced  a continuously 
satisfactory  effluent.  Whilst  the  flow  to  the  works  has  not  been 
as  great  as  originally  anticipated,  although  it  is  speedily  increasing, 
the  quantity  of  sludge  is  in  fact  much  greater  than  one  would 
anticipate  from  the  flow,  and  this  has  caused  problems  in  handling. 

It  has  been  possible  to  dispose  of  quite  a quantity  of  the  sludge  by 
carting  on  to  farm  land  adjoining,  and  this  seemed  popular  with  the 
farmers  concerned. 

However,  it  became  very  apparent  during  the  year,  that  the  second 
stage  of  the  digesters  should  be  introduced  with  the  provision  of 
plant  to  use  the  gas  given  off  for  operating  the  heating  system. 

The  Borough  Council  therefore  authorised  the  preparation  of  a scheme 
for  the  second  stage  of  the  digesters. 

Generally,  the  staff  have  operated  well,  and  there  have  been 
no  particular  problems. 

Trade  Efflux  it 

Systematic  and  regular  inspections  have  been  made  during  the 
year  of  those  premises  discharging  trade  waste  into  the  sewer. 

Seventeen  samples  of  effluent  were  analysed. 

Cold  Storage  Depots 

Christian  Salvesen  Led.  and  Union  Cold  Storage  Co. Ltd.  came 
into  full  opeiation  during  the  year,  and  are  providing  at  times, 
quite  a lot  of  additional  work  for  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Many  imported  foodstuffs  are  not  now  inspected  at  the  port  of  entry, 
and  proceed  straight  to  Droitwich,  where  they  have  to  be  examined. 

Both  firms  have  been  very  co-operative,  and  no  particular 
difficulties  have  been  experienced. 
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Open  Air  Market,  High  Street 


The  Old  Droitwich  Market  which  declined  over  the  years  to  one 
stall  in  the  yard  of  the  Old  Town  Hall,  ceased  about  1950.  At 
intervals  since,  suggestions  and  proposals  have  been  made  about 
the  reintroduction  of  a Market  in  the  town.  During  1973,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Development  Committee,  arrangements  were  made 
for  an  open  air  Market  to  be  staged  on  a piece  of  undeveloped  land 
in  High  Street,  for  a trial  period  of  siz  months.  The  Market  was 
opened  in  December,  and  its  operation  will  be  watched  with 
interest. 

Parks  and  Open  Spaces 

The  works  required  of  the  Parks  Department  are  growing  quickly 
with  the  completion  of  many  open  spaces  incorporated  in  new  Housing 
Estates.  This  inevitably  appears  to  cause  a problem  in  mi,d-Summer 
when  the  grass  is  growing  quickly,  and  the  staff  available  cannot 
cope  with  cutting.  I think  this  is  inevitable,  as  to  provide  staff 
to  meet  such  an  occasion,  would  probably  mean  over  staffing  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year. 

Bowling  Greens 

The  two  bowling  greens  were  maintained  in  good  order,  and  a 
third  new  bowling  green  was  provided  on  the  site  of  the  old  pavilion 
in  Vines  Park  to  replace  the  Vines  Park  Bowling  Green,  which  it  is 
anticipated  will  only  have  one  more  season's  use,  prior  to  the 
inner  ring  road  being  built  across  it. 

Droitwich  Park 


With  the  removal  of  the  fencing,  Droitwich  Park  was  opened  up 
to  St. Peter's  Fields,  and  many  appreciative  comments  were  received 
from  the  public.  It  is  hoped  that  as  time  goes  by  it  will  be  possible 
to  keep  those  parts  of  St. Peter's  Fields  not  used  by  the  Sports 
Association  rather  more  frequently  cut,  so  that  they  can  be  used  for 
relazation  by  the  general  public. 

Royal  British  Legion  Club 

The  Royal  British  Legion,  following  negotiations,  were  in 
the  process  of  building  a new  permanent  Headquarters  at  Westacre. 

This  will  allow  their  old  premises  in  the  Park,  which  have  always 
been  cramped,  to  be  removed,  and  the  area  to  be  opened  up. 

St .Peter's  Fields 


With  the  coming  into  operation  of  Droitwich  (St. Peter's  Fields) 
Sports  Association,  the  further  development  of  St. Peter's  Fields  took 
place  with  the  provision  of  a Rugby  Pitch  on  that  part  of  the  fields 
recently  seeded  down,  and  opening  up  from  Tagwell  Road. 

Two  hard  tennis  courts  were  being  built  in  connection  with 
the  project  and  came  into  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year,  to 
which  the  Droitwich  Tennis  Club  moved. 

The  Cricket  square  was  in  full  use,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  St. Peter's  Fields  Sports  Centre  will  be  a considerable 
attraction  to  the  Town  as  the  years  go  by. 
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Playgrounds 


The  children's  playgrounds  were  generally  maintained  in  fair 
condition  throughout  the  town.  Such  provision  is  now  the  subject  of 
a National  study,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  preconceived  ideas  of 
an  area  of  ground  with  swings  or  similar  equipment  upon  it,  is  hot 
necessarily  the  answer  for  children's  playgrounds.  It  has  been 
noted  that  in  some  places  in  the  Borough  where  such  a playground 
has  been  provided,  children  do  not  use  the  playground  to  any  extent, 
but  tend  to  play  upon  the  forecourt  of  nearby  garages. 

I think  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  the  near  future,  a general 
alteration  in  the  type  of  play  area  provided  will  result. 

Bonfires 


Regular  complaints  are  received  during  the  summer  months,  from 
residents  concerning  nuisances  caused  by  bonfires.  This  question 
would  appear  to  require  review  by  Wychavon  District  Council  in  due 
course. 

Heriotts  Pool 

This  attractive  feature  in  Droitwich  Park  was  dredged,  a 
matter  which  had  needed  attention  for  many  years,  some  18"  of 
silt  being  removed  from  the  bottom  of  the  pool,  and  pumped  into 
a lagoon  provided  for  the  purpose  in  St. Peter's  Fields. 

The  method  entailed  by  pumping,  caused  very  much  less  inconvenience 
in  the  Park  than  by  hauling  dredgings  by  lorry. 

At  the  same  time,  a new  outlet  and  weir  was  provided  to  the 
Heriotts  Pool. 

Elm  Trees 


The  outbreak  of  Elm  disease  continued  unabated,  with  consequently 
more  elms  dying  from  this  affliction  than  had  been  the  case  in  the 
previous  year.  The  number  of  dead  elms  xras  such  that  it  was  impossible 
for  them  all  to  be  felled  and  burnt.  A Contractor  was  employed  for  the 
purpose,  and  the  Parks  Department  moved  many  others. 

Equipment  to  immunise  the  trees  against  the  disease  was  obtained, 
and  quite  a number  of  large  and  attractive  elms  were  treated  in  this 
way,  in  the  hope  that  they  ^ould  not  fall  victims. 

St . Mary ' s Churchyard 

The  Church  Authorities  asked  if  your  Council  would  adopt 
St. Mary's  Churchyard  as  a public  cemetery,  and  whilst  this  was  being 
negotiated,  the  Borough  Council  agreed  to  maintain  the  Churchyard  as 
an  open  space.  This  was  undertaken  by  the  Parks  Department. 

Allotments 


With  the  removal  and  dismantling  of  the  Old  Sewage  Works  and  the 
inclusion  of  this  area  of  the  town  with  the  allotments  into  the 
Salwarpe  Valley  Playing  Fields,  steps  had  to  be  taken  to  find  an 
alternative  site  for  allotments.  One  such  site  is  adjacent  to 
Westwood  Park,  bounded  on  the  one  side  by  the  Park  and  on  the  other 
by  Boycott  Brook.  Suitable  spoil  was  being  tipped  upon  the  land  to 
raise  the  levels  so  that  in  due  course,  it  could  be  brought  into  use 
for  further  allotments.  A meeting  of  interested  allotment  holders 
was  held,  and  it  is  hoped  to  form  a Branch  of  the  Association  of 
Allotment  holders.  , A 
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Lido 


A good  summer  was  experienced  at  the  Lido,  when  larger  numbers 
attended  than  had  been  the  case  for  several  years.  The  undertaking 
was  maintained  in  good  order,  and  the  summer  passed  without  particular 
incident. 

Visitors  were  generally  appreciative  of  the  increase  in  the  size 
of  the  sunbathing  area,  and  particularly  the  provision  of  the  glass 
screen  opening  the  pool  with  a vista  of  the  Park. 

Indoor  Swimming  Pool 

The  Borough  Council  have  been  concerned  over  a long  period, 
with  the  provision  of  swimming  facilities  during  the  eight  months  of 
the  year  when  the  outdoor  Lido  was  closed.  Many  alternatives  had  been 
considered  from  the  modernisation  and  the  covering  of  the  Lido  to  the 
provision  of  a new  swimming  pool,  with  sports  hall  attached.  However, 
with  proposals  before  the  Council  for  the  development  of  sports  centres 
both  at  the  Brine  Baths  and  St. Peter's  Fields,  the  position  became  more 
clear  and  it  was  apparent  that  what  was  needed  was  an  indoor  swimming 
pool  only.  The  Council  decided  to  proceed  with  this  enterprise,  and 
after  due  consideration,  reached  the  decision  that  a negotiated  package 
deal  would  be  the  best  and  most  economic  method  of  providing  such  a 
pool,  A number  of  alternative  types  were  examined,  and  eventually 
a contract  was  let  to  be  commenced  in  late  December,  by  Unit  Swimming 
Pools  for  the  construction  of  a new  indoor  pool,  adjoining  the  Lido, 
some  of  the  buildings  of  the  Lido  being  used  to  house  the  purification 
plant  for  the  new  pool.  This  should  be  of  considerable  advantage  to 
the  toxm,  and  enthusiasm  is  being  shown  by  all  the  swimming  organisations. 

St. Andrew's  Brine  Baths 


Negotiations  for  the  xedevelopment  of  the  Brine  Baths  and  the 
adjoining  property  was  under  consideration  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  year.  In  the  meantime,  the  baths  continued  to  function  as  had 
been  the  case  in  the  past.  Attendances  were  maintained  and  their 
availability  is  appreciated  by  the  many  people  who  make  use  of  them. 

The  baths  as  a whole  are,  however,  not  appreciated,  I think,  by  the 
majority  of  the  public,  largely  from  ignorance  of  their  many  blessings. 

I think  that  when  redevelopment  is  in  progress,  then  a strong 
publicity  campaign  to  bring  the  use  of  the  baths  before  the  public  will 
be  necessary. 

Minor  improvements  have  been  made  by  the  redecoration  and 
improvement  of  the  toilet  facilities.  Various  minor  matters  of 
administration  have  also  been  introduced,  such  as  the  Cafe  staff  issuing 
tickets  and  the  pool  opening  later  in  the  mornings  and  remaining  open 
in  the  evenings. 

Canal 

Initial  steps  were  taken  to  bring  into  being  the  Canal  Trust 
to  whom  the  Canal  is  to  be  handed  over  for  future  development  and 
maintenance.  This  is  a big  step  forward,  and  it  is  hoped  that  before 
long  the  Canal,  as  a navigable  waterway  will  be  in  use  again,  at 
least  from  Droitwich  to  the  Severn  at  Hawford. 

With  the  development  of  the  housing  estates  at  VJestacre  and 
Chawson  4,  it  became  possible  to  include,  partly  as  a landscape 
feature,  but  primarily  as  a storage  reservoir  for  surface  water 
drainage,  the  dredging  and  reclamation  of  the  canal  bed  from 
Salwarpe  Road  to  Chawson  hamlet. 
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Further,  _n  the  late  autumn,  the  Canal  Trust  obtained  some 
hundreds  of  volunteers  to  spend  a week  end  upon  the  first  steps  to 
the  voluntary  cleaning  and  reclamation  of  the  canal,  their  efforts 
being  concentrated  between  Ladywood  and  Porters  Mill.  During  this 
period,  some  parts  of  the  canal  towpath  were  fenced,  and  a great  deal 
of  brushwood  and  the  initial  stages  of  cleaning  up  were  undertaken. 

Few  bridges  were  provided  over  the  canal  by  the  Development 
Committee  in  connection  with  the  permanent  footpath  system  in  the 
Salwarpe  Valley  playing  fields.  A similar  bridge  is  being  provided 
over  Boycott  Brook,  and  another  bridge  is  scheduled  over  the  Canal 
near  Chawson  4,  in  1974. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GRAHAM  L.  ROBINSON, 

Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
and 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


glr/mgm, 
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